

This Statement in the Psalms is so out of Character with What is Perceived to be, that We’re Inclined to do a Doubletake.  How can this even be Stated?  
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It’s a common perception that Yahweh (YHWH) is God the Father.  Whenever readers see “LORD” 
 in the Old Testament, it’s the usual presumption that it refers to the Being we today know as ‘GOD the Father’.  Among the many passages that give pause to this pre-conclusion, a potent Psalm offers much to be pondered.  That Psalm is the sixteenth.
Psalm Sixteen
1: Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.   2: O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee;   3: But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight.   4: Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up their names into my lips.   5: The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot. 6: The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.   7: I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons.   8: I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.   9: Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.   10: For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.   11: Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

Numerous ‘Anomalies’
Contained within this short Psalm we can detect several ‘anomalies’, or at least, what would be re-garded as anomalies, if we were to hold to traditional ‘monotheistic’ beliefs. Not only are we faced with what seems to be an extraordinary identification, reflected in the title of this study, but we see that identification amplified in subsequent passages.  Yahweh is regarded as the Supreme (and ONLY) God 
 with Adonai regarded as a ‘lesser Being, which some allow as a god-level Being, while others don’t!  It doesn’t jump out so much when reading verse 2 in English: “LORD, Thou art my Lord”, but realizing that in the Hebrew, it actually reads: “YHWH, you are my Adonai.”  A rather curious pronouncement!  Since this ‘does not compute’ under certain theological persuasions, we are forced to look further into this and to face some profound and possibly disturbing questions. 
Going Verse by Verse
1: Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.   Here, the speaker is addressing God. (God is trans-lated from El (Strongs #410). The singular form isn’t used all that often.)  We need to consider who the ‘me’ and ‘I’ is.  Who is this speaker?  From verse 1 alone, we might be somewhat comfortable regarding it as being David, but as we consider verses 2 and 3, that becomes ‘problematical’.
2: “O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord:” 
   This soon, it becomes especially important to identify the speaker, because this is where the soul of that speaker identifies Yahweh as his Lord (Adonai, a lesser Lord!).  For the moment let’s call the speaker “Soul”.  That word excludes one remote possibility, as God the Father is not a ‘soul’ (Heb: nephesh, (Strongs #1510) used here and in verse 10) which we know from many Old Testa-ment uses, is a living air-breathing creature, which God the Father is not!  But the rest of verse 2 and verse 3 helps clarify who the speaker is here, and we should blend the two verses, as they make up a complete thought. (Verse numbering was added much later by translators.)
“…my goodness extendeth not to thee; But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight.”   Especially curious words if it were David speaking.  Here the speaker indicates that his orientation favors not his Adonai (or his Yahweh) to whom he is speaking, but to the saints that are in the earth.  People he identifies as the excellent!  Certainly an odd thing to say of a ‘worshipper’ to the object of his worship.  A side thought: Can we equate ‘goodness’ with the word ‘grace’?
4: “Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god:…  More subtlety as to the identity of the speaker is contained in the phrase, another god.  It indicates that the speaker regards himself a God, in order to contrast himself with another! 
 “their drink offerings of blood will I not offer,… What blood offerings do they propose to offer?  Why is this speaker involved with their offerings? A drink offering is presented in a cup.  And whose blood is in it?  Is it the cup of the New Testament in His blood? (Luke 22:20) “nor take up their names into my lips.”  Those who involve themselves with ‘other gods’, despite good appear-ances, will not have their names uttered by this speaker!  (Rev. 3:5)  Do we see where this is going?
5: The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.  Further clues to the identity of the speaker.  The speaker’s inheri-tance is in the hands of the LORD.  It was He who apportioned out his cup, 
 and the LORD is the source of the speaker being ‘maintained’ or upheld. (Compare Hebrews 1:3)
6: The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; 
yea, I have a goodly heritage.  Still reflecting the first person.  The same ‘me’ as we saw in previous verses.  
 7: I will bless the LORD, who hath given me coun-sel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons.   This seems quite consistent with Jesus’ admissions in the Gospels that it was His Father who gave Him his mandate and mission.  (See John 12:49)
8: I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.  Here we have another apparent anomaly, as it casts the LORD (YHWH) in a subordinate role to whoever the speaker is.  We established earlier that the ‘soul’ speaking wasn’t God the Father, yet we see a being ‘at the right hand’ of another.  Now, the one at the right hand represents two beings officiating in a single administration, but with one in subordinate position to the other.  IF this were David speaking, (and the Apostle Paul will weigh-in on this question also, later) then it would represent Yahweh being regarded in a subordinate position to him!  You would think the Jews would have had considerable angst with that idea!  After all, they objected quite strenuously to a similar situation depicted in Psalm 110, verses 1 & 5.  (Reminding them of that passage is what acheived Jesus’ condemnation! 
 )
9: Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoic-eth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.  The ‘me’ in this sentence being one who is both glorified and yet at some point is also flesh!  What is that hope?  Next verse!
10: For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. The speaker here identifies Himself as Yahweh’s Holy One!  One who experiences death, and spends time in the grave (‘hell’ is #7585, ‘the grave’)  He is in the grave a certain amount of time, but not long enough to become decomposed (seeing corruption).
11: Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.  Now, we see the ‘right hand position’ being reversed from the one above.  In verse 8 the speaker positions Yahweh on his right, but here in 11 he places Himself to the right of Yahweh.  Not only at His right hand, but of necessity, also in His direct presence.
 The speaker had experienced what He spoke of! This speaker clearly is not of King David of Israel in the 10th century BC.

The Apostles Knew
This question was addressed also in the early Church.  In at least two places, the notable quote from verse 10, became the subject of pointed sermons.  If there was any question as to who the speaker was, later developments in the early 30’s AD put an end to speculations.
The first place to consider is Peter in Acts 2.
22: “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 
23: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:  24: Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.  25: For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved:   David in writing the 16th Psalm spoke of or for Christ.  It is Christ who is quoted as saying, “He is on my right hand”.  Reading Peter’s statement, that isn’t as noticeable, unless we compare it with the Psalm.  The ‘my’ here is not David himself!  Peter preserves the position reversal referred to earlier, where God the Father is pictured as being at the Son’s right hand!   26: “Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:  27: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.  It is the same ‘my’ in each of these verses.  It doesn’t shift from David to Christ.   28: Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance.  Peter continues:  29: “Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.  30:
Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;  31: He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.  32: This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.  33: Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.”
On the same subject, Paul, in Acts 13 said this:

30: “But God raised him from the dead:  31: And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnes-ses unto the people.  32: And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers,  33: God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.  34: And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corrupt-tion, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David.  35: Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.  36: For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption:  37: But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.”  Proof that this wasn’t David speaking for or of himself, according to Paul, is demonstrated in the fact that David’s body did see corruption.
Where We Are Here
Jewish scholars in the centuries BC considered this passage in Psalm 16 and recognized that it was a lesser being speaking to Yahweh.  Under their rules, they felt it important to ‘clarify’ an issue, thus changing the second YHWH to Adonai.  But, in doing so, created another dilemma.  Supposing that David, the author, was speaking of himself, and not recognizing the revealed divinity of the speaker, they emended the text so that a mortal being wasn’t seen as speaking with God directly. (A serious violation of protocol, as they saw it.)  By all rights, according to their formula, they should’ve changed both places in verse 2 where the name YHWH appears, but that would render it making even less sense than what they did.  This place was at least worded in similar form as we find in Psalm 110:1.
But now with this wording, we are forced to conceive of YHWH being cast in a subordinate position to the speaker.  (Actually, this is consistent with verse 8, which places YHWH at the speaker’s right hand, there casting Him in the subordinate role.) Yet verse 11 presents it the other way around.  The way we’re more oriented to seeing it with Christ sitting on the Father’s right hand.  How do we account for verse 8 stating it reversed?
In verse 2 and 3 there is an insightful situation. The speaker (whom we now recognize as being God’s coming  Christ) states His orientation as being toward God’s Saints living on the Earth.  His ‘goodness’ extends to them, not to His YHWH (Adonai).  This would be strange and unexplainable if it were David speaking of himself.  Verse 8 would be similarly unexplainable and inappropriate if David were the speaker, as he would be placing the Mighty God at his right hand! Wouldn’t that cast David as ‘superior’ to his LORD? 
Is there a further point to this narrative in Psalm 16?  Beside the prophecy of Christ’s timely resurrection and ultimate installation at the Father’s right hand, is there more imbedded into this message?

A Focus on the Saints
It is verses 2 and 3 that pose an answer to this question.  Where it says, “…my goodness extends not to thee; (YHWH)  3: But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight,” we can see a consistency with the very purpose for the later statement, “thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.”  The reason FOR Christ being in the grave in the first place is for remission of sins.  The focus of this chapter is the identity of the One who will extend Grace toward God’s called and faithful Saints (unlike those unfaithful ones mentioned in verse 4 ).  The subject of the chapter is the mission of the Redeemer of Saints, the Christ (Anointed of God).  In His capacity as Lord and Savior, He is set by the Father in a position ABOVE 
every being.  As it involves His saving mission and 
Earthly Throne, the Father functions in a sub-
ordinate position!  Consider Hebrews 1:  “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,  2: Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;  3: Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 4: Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they…  8: But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteous-ness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 9: Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.  10: And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:”  The very Being who God employed in creating all things is given an everlasting throne over all the Earth.  God calls Him God!  (v.8)
Philippians 2: also speaks of these things:  6: “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  7: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  8: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  9: Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:  10: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;  11: And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

In the capacity of Lord of the Earth, the Son is put forward as the ‘major focus’. The Father stands be-side the Son, remaining in the background, directing everything He is to say and do. 
  But in the Father’s Throne in Heaven, the Son sits beside Him, at the right hand of His Father, officiating at the Heavenly Altar on our behalf, 
 in correct reflection of the Father’s ultimate ‘Supremacy’.  This division of jurisdiction explains the apparent position reversal we see alluded to in both verses 1 and 8 of Psalm 16. 
Where it involves dealing with mankind, the Father delegated ‘all judgment’ to His Son and doesn’t impose Himself into that activity! 
 (This wasn’t something that was instituted only in the first century.)  It was that One who later “made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men” who dealt with humanity from the beginning.  This is a piece of relevant information overlooked in Judaic religions (which are structured around ‘unitarian’ thought).  We have many scriptures that identify the Being who dealt with mankind from the time of Adam as being Christ. 

Further information on this subject is revealed in the rest of Philippians 2.  Continuing in verse 8: “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled him-self, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  9: Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:”   The way verse 8 is worded strongly suggests He was in a different  form prior to becoming ‘incarnate’.  Verse 9 reveals an even higher reputation, once accomplishing His and His Father’s will regarding bearing the sins of the world on the cross.  It is now the Father’s will that all of mankind hold His Son in highest possible regard.


A related question:  How should we regard Jesus Christ as compared to God the Father?  Would it be a potential ‘affront’ to God if we hold as high a regard for the Son as we do the Father? We have that answer in the next two verses in Philippians 2: verses 10-11 “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;  11: And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  Due recognition of the true stature of God’s Son glorifies the Father! All beings, on Earth and in Heaven, are called upon to bow before and worship the Son from that day forward.  It is no affront to the Father, as it is He that authorizes it.  If the above isn’t sufficient, we have also John 5:23.  “That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.”  It is unacceptable worship to regard one and not the other equally!
Next in logical progression is the question: Can we worship the Father directly, without worshipping the Son?  That is actually answered above, and the same is confirmed in the well-known statement of Jesus in John 14:6: “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  Further, (and this should pose serious implications for those of ‘unitarian persuasion’), we have no legitimate access in which to directly worship the Father except we do so thru the person of His Son!
Following the logical progression a step further, was it possible to worship God the Father directly in the centuries BC?  This is where the awareness of the identity of the God of the Old Testament being the One who became Jesus Christ is important.  The One who dealt with the patriarchs of old, and the nation of Israel and their prophets was one and the same as the One who became the God of the New Testament.  We have abundant confirmation: Jesus was the one thru whom God created all things, 
 It was Jesus who rested, creating the Sabbath, 
 He was the Rock that led Israel thru the wilderness, 
 He participated in the decision to become flesh, 
 having existed previously in Glorified form, 
    He  had been alive even before Abraham’s day! 

Holding to the understanding that God the Father was the only God of the Old Testament introduces much distortion into otherwise clear scriptures.  It requires that we visualize some ‘other’ speaker in places like Psalm 16.  But once we recognize the essential truth of John’s introductory passage, in John 1, we realize that God always has dealt with mankind through an intermediary.  That being His Son, who was God and always was with God!  Man-kind then did not worship God the Father directly.  That Being they may have referred to as ‘their Father’ was the same one identified in Isaiah 9:6.
David knew to worship the one he referred to as “my Lord”, (Adonai) even after just acknowledging the existence of “The LORD”! (YHWH)  Daniel likewise, referred to the Being he was speaking with in Daniel 10:16-19 as “my Lord”. (Same expression)
Psalm 16 provides a glimpse into that short time-frame when that Being, God’s Holy One, is seen speaking directly to His Father, while in the flesh.  (He could worship and address the Father directly.)  A conversation not unlike the 23rd Psalm, which is understood to have direct application to the mental experience of Christ during His crucifixion, or to the 22nd Psalm, parts of which were even spoken by Christ on the cross just before losing consciousness and expiring.
So while a sinful physical human being could not then and can not now access or worship God the Father directly, the Being who became the Son could and did.  He had been with the Father 
 and there was no one else (higher than Himself) for Him TO worship, whereas in man’s case, an inter-mediator was always necessary. 

God Speaking to God
We have numerous examples in both testaments of one God Being speaking to another.  Psalm 16 is one of many.   Psalm 110: being another, the two Psalms mentioned above, the 22nd  and the 23rd are others.  Hebrews 1: is especially poignant, as in it we see God the Father directly calling His Son God! To those of the Unitarian “One God” persuasion, this remains a considerable problem. 

But Psalm 16 is unique in this respect, in that it demonstrates the mutual support one provides to the other.  In the administration of the Redemption of mankind, the Father functions at the Son’s right hand, but in the Father’s Throne of the Universe in Heaven, the Son is seen occupying the subordinate position, officiating at the right hand of His Father.  
There clearly ARE two separate Thrones!  Jesus even spoke of them as separate: To the Church of Laodicea He says: “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my father in his throne.”  (Rev. 3:21)  There are two thrones;  One in Heaven and one on Earth.  They serve different purposes.  The one on Earth is separate, but is an extension of the one in Heaven, with the Father directing all that is done behind the scenes.
Those who have concerns with Jesus being called God, in addition to Hebrews 1, should consider Revelation 21:6-7.  In keeping with Isaiah 9:6, 
 the ‘Alpha and Omega’ says, “And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.”    Even Jesus refers to Himself as God!    

So, even in places such as Psalm 16, God gives us a glimpse into the family dynamics that exist between the two members of the Elohim.                             Ω
=======================================================

Related Topics:  (available from this author)
 “Who is the God of the Old Testament?” 

 “Who IS the Ancient of Days?”

 “Who is Elohim?”

 “No Man has Seen God!”

 “The Doctrine of ‘The Father and the Son’”

 “My Father, Your Father”

 “The 134 Emendations of the Sopherim”

 “The Deadly Revelation in Psalm 110”

 “Did Daniel See and Speak with God?”

 “Hear O Israel, The LORD is One”

 “The Shema in the New Testament”    
 “The Two Powers in the Heavens”
�  Where “LORD” appears in English translations of the  Old Testament, (using ‘ALL CAPS’ ) it indicates that the original Hebrew is YHWH.   Where “Lord” appears, it reflects the name ‘Adonai’.  A good example of this is Psalm 110 verse 1.


�  “ONLY” in a numerical sense among Unitarians, or in an exclusive sense among those of Binitarian persuasion.





�  In fairness, it should be pointed out that this is one of the 134 Emendations to the original Hebrew text made by the Sopherim around the second century BC.  The second ‘lord’ was changed.  It also originally was YHWH.  The speaker was talking to YHWH, something the post-exilic Jews had heartburn with, believing that it was David!  An article: “The 134 Emendations” explains this subject more fully.


�  Not as extreme as it might seem, as Hebrews 1:8-9 has God calling His Son God also!


�  “..the cup which the Father gave me, shall I not drink it?” (John 18:11)


�  Matthew 26:64,   Mark 14:62,   Luke 22:69


�  “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” (John 17:5)


�  John 5:19-23 & 30.  John 8:28  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 	For the Father loveth the Son, and.. sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.  For as the Father rais-eth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quick-eneth whom he will.  For the Father judgeth no man, (cont’d) but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:   That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him….   I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.”


�  Hebrews 7:20-28


�  John 5:22, cited in the footnote above.


�  See the article, “Who is the God of the Old Testament?”


�  Hebrews 1:2,  John 1:3   “All things were made by Him”


�  Hebrews 4:4 & 8  “For if Jesus had given them rest…”


�  1st Corinthians 10:4  “…that Roch was Christ.”


�  Philippians 2:6-7   “…being in the form of God…”


�  John 17:5  “…the glory which I had with you, before…”


�  John 8:58  “…Before Abraham was, I AM.”


�  John 1:1-2


�  1st Timothy 2:5,  John 14:6


�  Thomas called Him God as , as did Jesus’ aunt and mother!


�  Isaiah 9:6-7 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
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